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y evening sun, and the luminous Japanese

painted fern, Athyrium niponicum var, pictum

A ghting up the darker corners.
striking plantings include
f pleached pears (Pyrus calleryana
e gazebo trained from
large, hard areas of slate. The avent to
an arch with a recessed mirror in the boundary
wa illusion of space beyond
Rothwell, a designer who had been was a true collaboration, with
mended to him. His brief wa
. result has been a garden that is both high
individual and personal. A year on from its
and a featur llofme completion, John clearly takes grear delight in
m the start, John 1 his new sy he garden has pro d the
nt _“J knew | perfect stage set for his new outdoor lifestyle
L 2 had,” he says. "I wanted designed for pleasure and entertaining. B
conte 1 the manr
tion rather than from a catalogue.”
hoped to create a sense of theatre, 4 o () _1__}[’_
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1 t 0 a change in
level, incorporating what was once an air-raid
Tl{;‘.:i PICFU_REAI‘NZ; &2l i G == G shelter into the design. A built-in barbecue

wa wre inare 5 John to entertain comfortably, w

scene as well as encourage exploration and
maovement. Drawing on her theat design

led various
ighting schemes so that the garden can be an
/ ¥ s & ever-present night v from the houseora
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plaques in this corner came from ¢
the Soane Museum

For the soft landscaping, Jo
ledge. "1 tried t«

Jane's plant knowl

feel | was 1to a

interpret it ir i o = .
visual thing,” says John. The planting is informal . U7 ,.:‘ ‘;,‘ ("'.‘ (s -Iu ] | j !
with selections based on colour and texture
John wanted a limited palette focusing on Y ORIENTATION South-west
purples, blacks, greys and silvers nts such 5 SOIL TYPE London clay.

as Artemisia 'Powis Castle’ and | SPECIAL FEATURES Avenue of pleached

pears; tree gazebo; waterfall and pond; arch
and mirror; feature wall of mounted plagues.
GARDEN DESIGN Sara Jane Rothwell,
07976 155282, londongardendesigner.com.

rum mix with the purples of Heuchera 'Ot
and Eupatorium rugosum 'Choco
personal favourites include Cotinus 'Grace’,
its translucent purple foliage that catches
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