THE DrROUGHT RESISTANT GARDEN

A

Large Garden Project

For the large drought resistant garden
project we will consider and review a
real life project planned, designed and
planted by Sara Jane Rothwell of Glori-
ous Gardens, The original garden was

a pretty basic affair as you can see from
the *before’ photo below, It consisted
mainly of a large lawn with a group of
mature beech trees at the end away from
the house, with bushes and shrubs to
one side and untended bare soil, ivy and
a tew straggly self sceded young trees to
the other side. Developing this simple,
unstructured space into a well designed,
low maintenance, environmentally
friendly and drought tolerant garden
posed an exciting challenge.
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A laree garden such as thes mouass

InIeresnng surtaces
different plants, and features such as the terraced beds and

The finished parden as shown in the after photo above has  arbour the overall impression of the garden is one of Nature

i contemporary feel, with a clever mix of formal plinomgs m harmony w th human design

integrated with natural woodland areas.




GREEN CREDENTIALS
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CHOICE OF PLANTS

Plants were chosen for their smirability for the soil tvipe and
oither of the parden’s conditions such as sunlight. shade,
exposure and so forth. Plants were also selected for their
individual pesthenic qualities and for their ability to com
bine harmoniously into the garden as a whole. The natural,
woodland sevle of the garden has been enhanced by a choice
of plants that blend well together. Whilst some more formal,
highly styvlised or cottage gardens can rake lots of different
colours and fHowers, the more natural feel of this garden is
highhghted by keeping o mainly different shades of green

with some whin Hivwers and Erilsses.

Cine of the tew exceptions is the pretey and dramatic red
fowers thar vou can see have been carefully and penErcusiv
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penstemon garndt, ar Penstemon Andenken an Friedrich

Hahin. Penstemon garnet is a bushy semi-evergreen perennia

that can grow up to 20cm in height, so the bright flowers




are easily visible both above and through the other planes.

Its narrow; dark green leaves help show off the bell-shaped,
deep wine-red Howers, accented with white on the throat of
the petals, Generally disease free, penstemion garnet tolerares
almost all sol types and aspects so it s in well 1o the gar

den's natural, low maimtenance, deouehe tolerant remit.

lhe penstemons are particularly complemented by the Mexi
can feather grass, or Texas needle grass (stipa tenuissima).
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tor plant ideally suwired 1o this garden



